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I feel that there are requirements in order to achieve student of the month like I did. In 
order to achieve student of the month your goals would have to include perfect attendance, good 
academic performances and making sure you’re all caught up with your assignments. Without 
meeting these required goals your plan to achieve student of the month will not be reached. But 
don’t fret its easy when you’re determined and when your mind-set is on graduating.   

 
One of the main requirements you have achieved is perfect attendance. The reason being 

is that without having perfect attendance you would not be able to complete all your assignments. 
Next is that you have to complete all your academic work. This is the second requirement that 
would have to follow. Having completed all the necessary academic work is a big deal when it 
comes to acquiring student of the month, because with it your teachers see that you’re capable of 
being responsible and they will acknowledge your efforts for working hard.  

 
The final requirement to achieving student of the month is to make sure you keep up with 

your assignments. By maintaining your academic work and turning in all the required assignment 
you know that you’re up to date with your education game. This will pay off in the end because 
not only are you going to become student of the month but also get closer to graduating from 
Operation New Hope. 

               -Justine De La Cruz 
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The era that captured the very 
essence of hip hop music. A 
lifestyle that has made a huge 
impact in our society. The 
term boom bap refers to the 
heavy drum kicks and various 
symbols  that has the listener 
head bopping. There seems to 
be a misconception about  hip 
hop  music, certain vibe that 
captivates the listener that 
makes  them  want to pop 
lock and b-boy to the breaks 
in 1973 in the  borough of the 
South  Bronx of New York. 
A man named Kool Herc  
introduced Hip Hop to the 
world. He would take his DJ 
equipment to one of the 
neighborhood parks and 
throw jams for the 
community, soon after MC’s 
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were introduced to the scene.  
From there hip hop spread 
throughout the  various cities, 
states, and  countries. People 
adapted to hip hop and added 
their own flavor to the 
culture. I myself personally 
enjoy more of the 90s hip hop 
music rather than todays hip 
hop. I feel that there is more 
meaning and thought into the 
lyrics. Here I give you a list 
of artist and groups from the 
90s that I recommend you 
listen to: The Pharcyde, A 
Tribe Called Quest, The Wu 
Tang Clan, Mos Def, The 
Roots, Mob Deep, KRS One, 
Raekwon and many more… 
  

Crystal Gould  

Music Review The Era of Boom Bap 

Super Bowl 
Predictions 

Today in sports with Andrew 
Robles, my topic will be 
Football. 

Who will make it to the super 
bowl? In my opinion the two 
teams that will be at the super 
bowl are the Seattle Seahawks, 
and the Kansas City Chiefs. 

In last night game, San 
Francisco got the win over 
Seattle Seahawks. Now making 
it overall, eleven wins, and 
three loses. The score 49ers 19 
and the Seahawks 17. Over all 
it was a close game, the 49ers 
won it at the end, but still in 
first place in the NFC west, is 
Seattle 

Next, Kansas City had a big 
win over the Washington 
Redskins. The score, 45 chiefs, 
and 10 Washington. Although 
Kansas City in the past years 
didn’t do so well, this year they 
came out of nowhere. With lots 
of effort and intensity they have 
an overall record of ten wins, 
and three loses. 

Over all these teams are just my 
predictions, but maybe we will 
see one of those teams in this 
year’s super bowl. 

 -Andrew Robles 
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MUSIC IS MY PASSION 
By Mariah Sancez 
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Hi I’m Mariah I’m going to share how music 
reflects on my life. I listen to Chicano rap 
most of the time. I’m15 years old and music 
is my passion. The reason I say music is my 
passion is because I use to be the type of girl 
that used to get in trouble a lot for stupid 
reasons, mostly because I was hanging around 
with the wrong crowds. Then one day my 
good friend Sarah introduced me to Chicano 
underground rap music. Listening to the lyrics 
I related to it so much. By not having my dad 
around I used to get into so much trouble. 
With all my past mistakes I had held inside a 
lot of my pain. I wrote a song called my dads 
Vida to express how I felt when my dad left 
me. I felt sad and mad, filled with mixed 
emotions. The music saved me from 
depression I wrote that son to tell my dad that 
I forgave him because it only made me a 
stronger person.  

For a while I hit the wrong path but 
luckily by then I had a strong enough 
relationship with my father that I listened to 
his advice. Hearing my dad saying, “Mija 
please this is the life you don’t want to lead” 
helped me move forward with my life.  After 
that I then showed him the song I wrote about 
him. I said to him, “Dad this is how I feel.” I 
then explained how music saved me from 
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heading down the wrong path.  I told him, 
“Dad, me rapping has made me change.” As 
you can see Music is my passion and without 
it I don’t know where I would of ended up. 
I’m really glad I found this type of music 
maybe if I hadn’t found it at least that album 
from Doll E Girl I wouldn’t be here. Till this 
day god was with me through that path of 
badness and turn me back to a good person.  

Here are some artists I listen to: Mr. Sancho, 
Lil Rob, Ms. Krazie, Dolly Menace, Knight 
Owl, Mr. Criminal. This type of music I listen 
to reflects on my life. I recommend this music 
for people who like Chicano rap, brown pride 
soldiers like myself. This music changed my 
life and hopefully it will change yours. So if 
you’re going through a hard time listen to this 
music and keep your head up. When you 
might feel like giving up remember to stay 
strong and move along. Don’t ever give up 
and start using drugs there is always a 
positive path. Through that path I turned 
myself around and went with a good way to 
live life right. Just listen to music instead of 
smoking and of course you can also talk to 
your family they’re the ones that are always 
going to be by your side no matter what.  
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 My name is Theresa 
Acevedo I am a full time 
parent of two children and I 
currently attend Operation 
New Hope. The way I 
maintain two lives at once is 
to first wake up every 
morning at 5:30 a.m. to get 
myself ready. Around 6:20 I 
wake up my children to get 
them ready for the day. I then 
clean my room, feed them 
breakfast and walk to the bus 
stop.  When the bus comes I 
get on, which then takes 30 to 
45 minutes to get to 
Operation New Hope.  When 
I get off to the stop I walk for 
about 10 minutes to get to 
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School and once  I get to 
Operation New Hope  I sign 
in  and sit down  with my 
kids. As you might imagine 
this is can be very difficult. 
Working in a independent 
room I copy all the problems 
and work on what I need to 
get done.  If by chance my 
kids get out of hand I just 
leave and finish the rest at 
home.   I know that this 
hardship is just a moment in 
my life but I am very 
dedicated to my success and 
understand this is all worth it 
once I receive my High 
School Diploma. 

How to Balance School and  
Being a Mom… 

The month of December has a special meaning for many in the 
United States, not only does Christmas fall within it but rewind back 
to 1941 in the 7th day of December the Japanese attacked Pearl 
Harbor drawing the United States into World War II. Else where on 
the eastern front the German 6th army and 4th Panzer “German for 
Tank” army were surrounded and nearly collapsed at the city of 
Stelingard. Other events that happened during this month of 
December are:  

• -December 5, 1791 - Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart Dies at the 
age of 35 in Vienna 

• -December 5, 1492 – Christopher Columbus Discovers Haiti 
• -December 8, 1980 – John Lennon is shot in New York 
• -December 14, 1799 – George Washington dies at Mt Vernon 
• -December 24, 1814 – The treaty of Ghent between America 

and Britain was signed officially ending the war of 1812.  
• -December 25 – Christmas Day commemorating the birth of 

Jesus of Nazareth.  

A Moment in History “December”  

Project Based 
Curriculum 

The new project based 
learning we started doing 
recently has really proven 
effective at getting students 
to be creative. Students are 
required to participate in at 
least one subject. Once a 
subject has been chosen the 
student must then complete 
three chapters worth of 
Cornell notes, a project 
outline, project materials, 
and be ready for a 
presentation on that 
particular subject matter. 
The first steps can be boring 
or even time consuming but 
you can’t complain when 
you’re getting a credit grade 
in the end. Some past 
projects have been very 
impressive. Students have 
gone above and beyond 
making truly amazing 
projects. As the year 
progresses I am eager to see 
what’s in store and what all 
my classmates can come up 
with. 
  -Paul Cortez 
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MY GOAL AFTER HIGH SCHOOL 
 

“Life is like a camera, focus on what’s important capture the good times develop from the 
negatives if things don’t work take another shot”. (Life Quotes) 

Hi my name is Shelly Lopez and today I’m going to talk about my goals after graduating 
from Operation New Hope. My goal is to become a neonatal nurse. There are three reasons why I 
would want to be a nurse. First, it’s a good paying job, second I have the patience and loving heart 
when it comes to taking care of children, and third it’s a good environment and very helpful field 
to where I can expand my knowledge.  

A neonatal nurse is a subspecialty that works with newborn infants born with a variety of 
problems ranging from prematurity birth defects infections and many other symptoms they might 
have. Neonatal nurses care for infants from the time of birth to until they are discharged from the 
hospital. The requirements of becoming a neonatal nurse are: Four years of high school, a college 
degree, four years of medical school, four years pediatric internship and residency three years 
neonatology fellowship. A recently graduated neonatal nurse can make about $75,000 a year on 
the low end and for the veteran neonatologist makes $250,000 year. One hospital I would love to 
work at is Queen of the Valley it has a very respectable medical center, very considerate to their 
patients, along with how I admire their hard work and determination to make their patients 
comfortable.  

In conclusion this is why I would love to be a neonatal nurse. I love to help others and 
make them feel loved. I’m hoping that I can make a change in life and improve my knowledge 
and better the lives of others after graduating from Operation New Hope. 

                                                    -Shelly Lopez 

 

Achieving Greatness from a World Full of Solitude and Hatred (Poem) 
My goals and aspirations is to make it in the world full of solitude and hatred. I know I 

can make it in the world full of solitude and hatred. I know I can make it if I strive for 
greatness to uphold what was once thought to be lost in actuality just forgotten. I know I’ve 
made mistakes along the road but don’t we all. I put in my all not to be just another 
percentage. Though we struggle, we can make it. The hidden danger will always be aloud but 
if you don’t try you’ll just be another statistic; Change is what we need in the world. Why 
don’t we give it our all? 

I see when it comes to hate and misery we give it our all but when it comes to speaking up for 
those who fall we just give up and walk away regretting what we could have done better by the 
time we open our eyes it’s too late. Funny thing is it always seems to be too late funny thing is 
we are always too late. When reality hits we try to believe, we didn’t see it coming but we both 
know different. Belief is what motivates us, encourages us, and moves us from losing. When 
you don’t have belief on your side it is like losing your soul, so fight till there’s nothing to fight 
and dream like there’s no tomorrow. 

         -  Amanda Dow 

 



 

 

  

Kick Starting My Career Opportunities 
Operation New Hope has kick started my work and career opportunity. ONH has opened 

up my mind and given me an idea on what I want to do after I receive my high school diploma. 
I’m currently employed at an auto parts store and how I got there was with the help of Operation 
New Hope and their special workforce investment program. 
 I started off at school, John Muir Charter School just doing my work that I was assigned 
to.  Looking sharp from my teacher’s perspective they gave me a chance and opportunity at one 
of their best work sites, Sunrise Ford. My internship lasted about four months and I got hired.  I 
was there for about four months. Unfortunately I had an accident and they had to let me go. I 
had made a mistake but one not too major. 

When Sunrise Ford laid me off that didn’t stop me from achieving my goals. My school 
gave me the rights skills so that I could bounce back from the termination. I used my knowledge 
about cars and included them on my resume. I applied where my experience was needed and in 
a matter of no time AutoZone interviewed me. They saw that I was willing to learn more and 
expand my knowledge about auto parts. In the end I didn’t forget where I got my work ethics, 
skills, and confidence. Operation New Hope Kick started my life and work experience.  

 
Alex Dominguez.  
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